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Le Poeme Harmonique 

Repertoire 2018/2019 
 

 

Major Concerts 
 
Majesté • Lalande and the king’s Te deum / New Programme 
With Emmanuelle de Négri, Dagmar Saskova, Sean Clayton, Cyril Auvity, André Morsch 
 
Appointed by Louis XIV as the director of the chapel royal at the age of 25, Michel-Richard de 
Lalande was the composer closest to the Sun King until his death. His grands motets, which include 
the most grandiose The Deum of histime, were composed during the construction of the new 
chapel royal at the Château de Versailles. Music from themost majestic reign of all, for the most 
beautiful palace in the world... 
 
Team: 64 people (5 solo singers, 30 instrumentalists, 26 choral singers, 1 conductor, 2 assistants) 
 
Son of England • Purcell & Clarke 
With Katherine Watson, Nicholas Tamagna, Jeffrey Tompson, Geoffroy Bufère / Les Cris de Paris 
choir /Le Poème Harmonique orchestra / conducted by Vincent Dumestre 
 
Musical life at the time of Purcell centred around concerts, celebrations and royal pomp, as kings 
and queens returnedto the throne of England. From odes profanes to church music, the works of 
this great British composer and contemporary of Clarke celebrate an age of amusement and 
sumptuous spectacle combined with timeless formality. 
 
Team: 57 people (4 solo singers, 26 instrumentalists, 24 choral singers, 1 conductor, 2 assistants) 
 
 
Te Deum • Charpentier & Lully 
With Amel Brahim-Djelloul, Claire Leflliâtre, Reinoud Van Mechelen, Jeffrey Tompson, Geoffroy 
Bufère / CapellaCracoviensis choir / Le Poème Harmonique orchestra / conducted by Vincent 
Dumestre 
 
A leading work in the repertoire, Charpentier’s Te Deum has long been one of the public’s favourite 
pieces. Buildingon its peerless experience of the French baroque, Le Poème Harmonique will 
perform this work alongside the Te Deum by Lully, a sacred masterpiece written to celebrate the 
Sun King’s victories. 
 
Team: 66 people (5 solo singers, 28 instrumentalists, 29 singers, 1 conductor, 3 assistants) 
 
Selva Morale e Spirituale • Monteverdi 
With Claire Leflliâtre, Griet de Geyter, Reinoud Van Mechelen, Jan van Elsacker, David Munderloh, 
Geoffroy Bufère /Accentus choir / Le Poème Harmonique orchestra / conducted by Vincent 
Dumestre 
 
The Selva Morale e Spirituale is Monteverdi’s sacred testament. The work is presented as a 
collection of the most beautiful pieces composed for St Mark’s Basilica in Venice, where he was the 
director of music for thirty years. Combiningthe solo voice with choirs, and the recitative delivery of 
the baroque with the polyphony of the Renaissance, it acts asa bridge between two flamboyant 
periods. 
 
Team: 48 people (6 solo singers, 15 instrumentalists, 24 choral singers, 1 conductor, 2 assistants) 
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Stabat Mater • Pergolesi 
With Hana Blazikova, Isabelle Druet, Serge Goubioud, Hugues Primard, Emmanuel Vistorky / Le 
Poème Harmonique orchestra / conducted by Vincent Dumestre 
 
Pergolesi’s masterpiece as you’ve never heard it performed before: bringing together popular music 
and traditionalsingers, Vincent Dumestre recreates the atmosphere of a Neapolitan Feast of the 
Virgin. Between church formality and street commotion, the Stabat Mater comes to life in all its 
southern vibrancy. 
 
Team: 27 people (5 singers, 19 musicians, 1 conductor, 2 assistants) 
 
Operas 
 
Alceste • Lully / New Show 
Le Poème Harmonique’s triumphant return to French opera: following the extraordinary success of 
Cadmus et Hermione, the adventure continues with Lully’s second lyrical work. A lover’s jealousy, 
kidnap at sea, naval pursuit, a battle beneath the ramparts, the descent to hell: this colourful 
baroque epic is performed by artists whose work in this repertoire has already been crowned with 
laurels. 
 
Dido and Aeneas • Purcell / Concert Version 
With Mireille Delunsch, Ana Quintans, Marc Mauillon, Hank Neven / Accentus choir / Le Poème 
Harmonique orchestra /conducted by Vincent Dumestre 
 
Le Poème Harmonique is performing a concert version of the greatest ever English opera. After 
some twenty stage productions at the Opéra royal de Versailles, the Opéra de Rouen and the 
Opéra de Vichy, this vast musical score inhabited by monstrous and magical figures has lost 
nothing of its power 
 
Team: 60 people (8 solo singers, 27 instrumentalists, 21 choral singers, 1 conductor, 1 assistant 
conductor, 2 assistants) 
 
Caligula • Pagliardi 
Stage production: Mimmo Cuticchio et Alexandra Rübner 
With Jan Van Elsacker, Caroline Meng, Florian Götz, Jean-François Lombard, Hasnaa Bennani, 
Serge Goubioud, the marionettists and instrumentalists of Le Poème Harmonique / conducted by 
Vincent Dumestre 
 
A baroque opera performed by... Sicilian marionettists. Vincent Dumestre has teamed up with 
Mimmo Cuticchio, a living legend of Italian stage and cinema, and his Teatro dei pupi from 
Palermo, for this popular show that offers a fresh insight into this story of an emperor driven 
insane by love. 
 
Team: 22 people (6 singers, 7 musicians, 4 marionettists, 2 technicians, 2 assistants) 
 
Musical Shows 
 
To be or not to be • Shakespeare & Purcell / New Programme 
Stage production: Vincent Huguet 
Nicholas Tamagna, countertenor / Geoffrey Carey, actor / Le Poème Harmonique orchestra / 
conducted by Vincent Dumestre 
 
During a rehearsal, an actor who is mad about Shakespeare meets a musician with a passion for 
Purcell. Their humorous fight to assert which of the two is the greatest offers a moving tribute to 
two British geniuses divided only by time, interspersed with beautiful speeches and arias. 
 
Team: 29 people (1 singer, 1 actor, 21 musicians, 1 conductor, 1 stage director, 2 technicians, 2 
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assistants)  
 
Le Bourgeois gentilhomme • Lully & Molière / Exceptional Production 
Stage production: Benjamin Lazar 
With Olivier Martin-Salvan, Benjamin Lazar, Cécile Roussat, Julien Lubek and actors, singers and 
dancers from Le Poème Harmonique / conducted by Vincent Dumestre 
 
To celebrate its twentieth anniversary, Le Poème Harmonique is reviving the show that made it 
world famous. Thiscandlelit production of a masterpiece by Molière and Lully, with its enchanting 
period diction and gestures, feels asfresh as when it first achieved public and critical acclaim. It is 
back on the road for an exceptional tour after more thanfifty performances. 
 
Team: 53 people (8 actors, 7 singers, 6 dancers, 23 musicians, 1 conductor, 1 choreographer, 3 
technicians, 2 stage managers, 2 assistants) 
 
The baroque Carnival 
Stage production: Cécile Roussat / Conception and creative direction: Vincent Dumestre 
With Bruno Le Levreur, Serge Goubioud, Hugues Primard, Emmanuel Vistorky, Julien Lubek, the 
acrobats, mime artists, jugglers and instrumentalists of Le Poème Harmonique 
 
An original creation and a unique show at the crossroads between baroque music and the circus 
arts, this Carnivalinvites us to a day of celebration in Venice. From a picturesque feast to street 
theatre to a man hunt along the canals,singers and acrobats enchant us with dance and popular 
song. 
 
Team: 25 people (4 singers, 7 musicians, 7 acrobats, 4 technicians, 1 stage director, 2 assistants) 
 
La Mécanique de la générale 
Directed by Nicolas Vial / Musical arrangements by Morgan Jourdain 
Stefano Amori, mime artist / musicians from Le Poème Harmonique / conducted by Vincent 
Dumestre 
 
A proudly baroque concert is interrupted when the stage manager bursts onto the scene. Playing 
with time and spacelike the sorcerer’s apprentice, it uses musicians like marionettes, passing them 
from Uccellini to Michael Jackson andMachaut to the Rolling Stones, in a mimed tribute to the art 
of Buster Keaton. 
 
Team: 9 people (1 mime artist, 6 musicians, 1 technician, 1 assistant) 
 
Venezia, dalle calli ai palazzi 
Stage production: Benjamin Lazar 
With Claire Leflliâtre, Jan Van Elsacker, Serge Goubioud, Geoffroy Bufère and musicians from Le 
Poème Harmonique / conducted by Vincent Dumestre 
 
A staged concert, Venezia features the most beautiful Italian works in Le Poème Harmonique’s 
repertoire. Played, mimed and parodied, Monteverdi’s madrigals and popular miniatures form a 
picturesque backdrop for the bewitching candlelit performances given by the musicians. 
 
Team: 12 people (4 singers, 6 musicians, 1 stage manager, 1 assistant) 
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Small and Medium Format Concerts 
 
Cœur • Airs de cour during the Renaissance 
With Claire Leflliâtre, Bruno Le Levreur, Serge Goubioud, Marc Mauillon and instrumentalists from 
Le Poème Harmonique / conducted by Vincent Dumestre 
 
Love in its many states, as expressed in aristocratic circles during the Renaissance. Tese airs de 
cours, brief piecesperformed by several singers, and the ancestor of French opera, tell the tale of 
happy lovers, bashful suitors, rakish youths and comical old women, in a programme that’s both 
deeply moving and eccentric. 
 
Team: 12 people (4 singers, 7 musicians, 1 assistant) 
 
Leçons de Ténèbres • Couperin / Lalande 
With Ana Quintans, Sophie Junker et Lucile Richardot / musiciansfrom Le Poème Harmonique / 
conducted by VincentDumestre 
 
A church at twilight, lit by candles snuffed out one by one as each work is performed sets the 
scene for Leçons de Té-nèbres, the divine ofce at the end of Lent marking the agony of Christ. Le 
PoèmeHarmonique recreates its theatricalatmosphere through the music of Couperin and Lalande 
for this mysterious and fascinating ritual. 
 
Team: 7 people (3 singers, 3 musicians, 1 assistant) 
 
Danza ! 
Isabelle Druet, mezzo soprano / musicians from Le Poème Harmonique / conducted by Vincent 
Dumestre 
 
A vocal recital accompanied by guitar and castanets: Danza ! presents the Spanish music played in 
baroque Paris.Thesefiery passions, harsh laments and stirring harangues to a dance rhythm recall 
Spain’s role in court ballets underLouis XIV, and France’s love of Iberian energy. 
 
Team: 7 people (1 singer, 5 musicians, 1 assistant) 
 
Aux marches du palais • Chansons de la France d’autrefois 
With Isabelle Druet, Serge Goubioud, Geoffroy Bufère / musicians from Le Poème Harmonique / 
conducted by Vincent Dumestre 
 
With their childlike freshness rooted in the depths of time, traditional French songs lie at the source 
of a popular sensibility. Some famous, others not, they bring to life eternal landscapes and folkloric 
scenes from this pilgrimage of theheart from which emerges a mysterious and yet familiar poetry. 
 
Team: 9 people (3 singers, 5 musicians, 1 assistant) 


