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QUATUOR VOCE  
Cécile Roubin and Sarah Dayan – violins 

Guillaume Becker – viola 

Lydia Shelley – cello 
 
“One of the best French quartets I have heard for 

some years (...). The Quatuor Voce has every 

quality that goes to make a good quartet: 

refinement, beautiful tone, excellent ensemble, 

precise chording, fine rhythm and loads of 

character.” 

Tully Potter, The Strad 

 

“…There is no doubt that this string quartet is 

amongst the best ensembles in the world.” 

Reinhard Palmer, Süddeutsche Zeitung 

 

Over the last 15 years, Quatuor Voce has established itself as one of the most eclectic and adventurous 

string quartets on the classical music scene. Laureates of numerous international competitions and 

passionate about defending the great string quartet repertoire, their concerts take them all over the 

world, from Helsinki to Cairo, from Tokyo to Bogotá. Committed to the relevance of the string quartet 

in modern society and passionate about sharing their music with a wide audience, the innate curiosity 

of the Quatuor Voce has brought its members to experiment with many diverse art forms. They 

frequently give their voice to silent movies, and have collaborated with numerous artists including the 

cellist Vincent Segal, singers Kyrie Kristmanson and Aynur, choreographers Thomas Lebrun and the 

brothers Ben Aïm, and the accordionist Vincent Peirani. The quartet also regularly create and 

commission music from contemporary composers, including Bruno Mantovani, Graziane Finzi, and 

Alexandros Markeas, to name but a few. 

 

The 2018/19 season sees the Voce travelling the globe with tours of Japan, Haïti, Australia, and the 

United States, as well as numerous concerts in Europe, including Denmark, Switzerland, Germany, 

Ireland, and the United Kingdom. The past seasons have included concerts at a number of notable 

venues, such as: Opéra de Nantes; TAP de Poitiers; Concertgebouw, Amsterdam; Konzerthaus, Vienna; 

Wigmore Hall, London; the Philharmonies of Paris and Luxembourg; BOZAR, Brussels; Oji Hall, Tokyo; 

and Teatro Colon, Bogotá. 

 

After collaborating with many of the world’s finest world music and jazz musicians, in 2017, the Voce 

imagined “Itinéraire” - a journey through sixteen strings from Brazil to Indonesia, passing through Iran, 

Cuba and Egypt. The album of the same name was released in Autumn 2018 on Alpha Classics, and is 

an exploration of this new repertoire situated at the frontier between written and improvised music, 

freely inspired by the example set by Béla Bartók, and created in collaboration with five composers 

from multiple backgrounds.  

 

The quartet’s recordings of Schubert, Beethoven, Mozart, Brahms, Bartók, Janáček, and Schulhoff have 

all met with high critical acclaim from the international press, including The Strad, Télérama (FFFF), 
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Suddeutsch Zeitung, Diapason (5 Diapasons), and the Guardian. Their close relationship with the record 

label Alpha Classics has already given rise to five recordings for both string quartet and in collaboration 

with renowned artists such as Juliette Hurel, Lise Berthaud, Vincent Segal, and Kinan Azmeh. In 2018, 

they appeared on the label Aparté on the album “Ballad in Red” with Emmanuel Ceysson, harpist at the 

Metropolitan Opera in New York, and in 2019, their interpretation of Brahms’s Clarinet Quintet with 

French clarinetist Florent Héau will be released on the label Klarthe. To celebrate their formation 15 

years ago, Quatuor Voce recently recorded the 15th string quartets of Mozart and Schubert to be 

released on Alpha Classics in Autumn 2019.  

 

Having studied with the Quatuor Ysaye, Günter Pichler (first violinist of the Alban Berg Quartet), and 

Eberhard Feltz, the Voce have a strong desire to transmit their experience and passion for chamber 

music to the younger generation. Since 2010, they have taught in several Paris conservatoires for 

ProQuartet, and in 2017, with the support of the city of Vendôme and Monceau Assurances, they 

created “Quatuor à Vendôme”, their own festival-academy dedicated to studying and performing 

chamber music.  

 

The Quatuor Voce would like to thank ProQuartet CEMC, Monceau Assurances, SPEDIDAM, and Adami 

for their continued support.  
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